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Angus Macleod lecture 'inspirational'
'Inspirational’ was the reaction of those fortunate
enough to attend this year’s Angus Macleod
Memorial Lecture, given by John Norgrove of Uig
at the Old School, Balallan, on 22nd October. A
crowded hall heard John speak on the subject
‘Afghanistan, and how it changed our family’. It
was a memorable and moving occasion, just 5
years after the kidnapping and tragic death of
John’s daughter Linda in Afghanistan.
Opening the evening, John Randall said that the
organisers of the lecture, the Islands Book Trust
and Comunn Eachdraidh na Pairc, felt deeply
honoured that John and his wife Lorna were
prepared to share their feelings on so personal
and traumatic a subject.
In his lecture, John Norgrove emphasised the
varied geography, biodiversity, and rich history
and culture of Afghanistan, a country little
understood in the West. He showed some
wonderful slides - including shots of snowcapped mountains, Eurasian lynx, minarets and
Buddhist statues. He then spoke about Linda, her
education and love for Afghanistan, the
development work she was doing there, the
circumstances of her capture and death, and how
he and Lorna had coped with the tragedy. Finally,
he outlined the work of the Linda Norgrove
Foundation, which has raised over £1 million to
h e l p o rd i n a r y f a m i l i e s a n d c h i l d re n i n
Afghanistan.
Here is an extract which sums up this
inspirational talk: ‘The death of a child is traumatic
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because, in a way, you lose your future. When
your parents die you lose the past, but it’s already
gone anyway. We kid ourselves that we’re
planning the road ahead but most of the time we
sleepwalk through life and the big things in life
mostly come totally out of the blue. It’s our fate,
but how we respond is what defines us as a
person. Our experience woke us up to the fact
that we can change the direction of our lives, and
in some ways the trauma has been good for us.
Think of yourself as a victim and you’ll become
one. Take a positive attitude and you’ll be
rewarded.’
The evening was rounded off with a discussion
session, followed by a vote of thanks proposed
by Donnie Morrison, a prayer led by the Rev. Iain
T. Campbell of Pairc Free Church, and a Gaelic
psalm precented by Murdo A. Macleod of
Sandwick. Thanks go to all who contributed on
the evening, to Kinloch Historical Society for
providing the venue, and to Elizabeth McGowan
and helpers for the refreshments.
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email:
news@muaitheabhal.org.uk

John Norgrove's lecture has been published in
an illustrated booklet, price £6, available from
the Islands Book Trust.
To obtain a copy:
email sales@theislandsbooktrust.com
or phone 01851 830316.
Donations to the foundation can be made at:
www.lindanorgrovefoundation.org
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Why was it written?

Pairc and Kinloch Community Plan
Introduction
For the last 5 months, community groups, individuals, and
stakeholders have been working with Chrissie Gillies, the local
development officer, to write the 2015-2020 Community Plan. This
Community Plan paints a picture of what we want our community of
Pairc and Kinloch to look like and illustrates the activities we will
pursue over the next 5 years to achieve it.
Our vision for the area is as follows:
“Pairc and Kinloch are working towards being a viable, vibrant and
demographically balanced community. It will be an accessible, well
serviced community that is sustainable for the future needs of the
area and its residents.’

Our Aims
The vision statement encapsulates 5 specific aims. These are listed
below with an indication of the activities or objectives that will
contribute to each:
Aim One – A VIABLE community
•
Creating economic opportunities through supporting
local business and by developing the crofting, agriculture,
renewables and, tourism sector; by acquiring and developing
community owned assets that will generate income for the
community and by developing local skills to participate in new or
existing economic activity.
Aim Two – A VIBRANT community
•
Creating social development opportunities such as
new or improved community facilities and offering new services
and activities, including those which develop Gaelic and preserve
historical and cultural assets.
Aim Three – A DEMOGRAPHICALLY BALANCED community
•
Enabling a more diverse population base by creating
opportunities for young people, women and families and by
providing equal access to services, education, and employment,
particularly amongst disadvantaged groups.
Aim Four – An ACCESSIBLE community
•
Pursuing improved transport links and digital
connectivity and promoting activities and pursuits that provide
access to the outdoor environment.
Aim Five – A WELL SERVICED community
•
Developing new and expanding existing services
including education, health, housing, and recycling.

The Community Plan was created to put in writing how the
community will work going forwards to make the vision a reality. The
Plan helps focus the projects within the community to ensure the
best use of resources. It informs individuals, groups, and
stakeholders of what is happening and encourages everyone to
become involved in local development initiatives, and it maybe
even inspire additional projects along the way.
In addition, the Community Plan explains to others outside of the
community what the community is working towards. This gives
agencies the opportunity to find ways to provide support and guide
us in our endeavours. The Plan can be used by groups when
applying for support and/or funding, as it clearly states the need for
each project, those involved, and how projects tie into the
community vision.

Who will support us?
As many of you know, Muaitheabhal Community Wind Farm Trust
(MCWFT) is a charitable company which exists to distribute a
community benefit fund from a proposed private wind farm
development in Eishken. MCWFT has agreed to act as the anchor
organisation for the Pairc and Kinloch Community and entered into
a Community Account Managed (CAM) relationship with Highlands
and Islands Enterprise (HIE) in 2015.
Under CAM, HIE requires a single community organisation, or
‘anchor’ organisation, to liaise with and to take ownership of the
Plan. HIE recognises the Plan as articulating the Community’s
priorities and will provide support to assist implementation of the
Plan. MCWFT has been allocated an account manager within HIE
to support the process.
As further contribution towards implementation of the Plan, MCWFT
and HIE have jointly funded a Local Development Officer (LDO)
post to support the various groups represented in the Plan. Chrissie
Gillies took up position in April 2015 and can be contacted through
MCWFT. As the projects cover the whole of Pairc and Kinloch,
Chrissie works between two offices; the Kershader Resource
Centre and the Old School, Balallan.
The current list of priorities and activities, and how they contribute
to the 5 aims, are detailed within the Plan. To get your own copy of
the plan, see the MCWFT website or contact us in the office.

Contact details:
Tel: 01851 880 296
E-mail: chrissie@muaitheabhal.org.uk
www.muaitheabhal.org.uk
MCWFT Office, Kershader Resource Centre, HS2 9QA
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Email your event to: news@muaitheabhal.org.uk
Telephone :
01851 880296
Call into the office: Kershader Resource Centre

Dè tha dol… What's on...
Thursday 26 November

Saturday 28 November

Saturday 5 December

Thanksgiving Service

Light Lunch

Christmas Fayre

Gravir Church Hall.

Gravir Church Hall.

Balallan Village Hall
Committee.

Annual Thanksgiving
service.

Homemade soup, pudding
and home baking.

All very welcome.

Donations for Muriel
Macleod as she leaves for
Cambodia.

To book your table for £10
Call Marion 07760 348748

7.30pm
Gravir Church Hall.

12.00 - 2.00pm
Gravir Church Hall.

2.00pm
Balallan Village Hall.

Thursday 10 December

Friday 11 December

Tuesday 15 December

Xmas Lights Switch-on

Coffee Evening

Christmas Show

Ravenspoint's great Xmas
lights switch-on.

Kinloch Church of Scotland
Youth Fellowship

Sgoil na Pairc.

Craft stalls, teas, mince pies,
tombola and raffle.

'Santa and the Beanstalk.'
Craft stalls.
Santa.
Carol singing.

Let us know
if you have:

News
Events
Notices
Deadline for next edition:
THURSDAY 10 DECEMBER

Balallan Village Hall
Christmas Fayre
Saturday 5th December
from 2pm
Santa will arrive at 2.30pm
Craft stalls
Teas/coffees
Warm mince pies and
shortbread
Bumper raffle and tombola
Carol singing
Admission £3.00 for adults
and £1.00 for children. Free
Santa presents.

ADVERTISE
HERE!
FOR ONLY £15
Free for community
groups or charities
contact:

From 5.00pm
Ravenspoint.

7.30pm
Church Hall, Balallan.

The Great Ravenspoint
Xmas lights switch-on!
Carol singing!

5pm
from
ls
l
San
Sta
ta's
com
Mince Pies!
ing
at
6pm
!

Thursday 10th December

7.00pm
Sgoil na Pairc, Gravir.

Light Lunch
Gravir Church Hall

news@muaitheabhal.org.uk

Muaitheabhal
Drop-in

Saturday 28 November

12-2pm
Come & enjoy
homemade soup,
pudding & Home baking
Donations for
Muriel Macleod
as she leaves
for Cambodia
to teach young
people.

Call in to see Chrissie
at the Muaitheabhal
office to discuss the
Community Plan.

30 Nov - 4 Dec
(See posters for times)
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Naidheachd na Sgìre... Around the area...
GRAY'S

Habost Hall Association

General Builders

Habost Hall Association was formed about ten years ago when services were no longer held in it. Its
membership consists of all the residents of Habost and Kershader, and our aim was to maintain and
improve the hall for use as a general purpose hall. This has proved quite a difficult task. We have had
a new floor put in and there is a septic tank in place should we be able to add a toilet. There is also
good parking available.
With plans now ongoing for a new Community Hall, we have put major developments on hold. Our aim
now is to make the Habost Hall useable for the next five years and then reconsider our position.
Halls like this, or meeting houses as they were known, were commonplace in all the villages but less so
now with services more centralised. Our Hall has a particular history. Kenny Dan Mackay’s grandfather
gave the ground for the hall, and then the original wooden structure was brought across Loch Erisort
by boat. This took place in 1911 when the present Church of Scotland in Laxay was built. The hall had
to be tarred regularly to keep it weatherproof.

New Build, Renovation, Extensions
Commercial and Emergency Repairs
Carpentry, Bespoke Joinery, Brick/
Blockwork, Plumbing, Plastering,
Fencing, Tiling, Decking, Roofing etc...

Emergency 01851 880795

Paraffin had to be bought at Buth Chailein at 2 Habost to keep the lamps
burning. In the 1960s block was put round it. In the 90s carpet was put on the
seats to make them more comfortable! In the past the custom was to cross
the Loch by boat, then van or lorry and eventually by car to attend the
morning service, and on Sunday evenings the elders held a Prayer meeting in
the Hall. There was also a meeting on Thursday evenings.
Many of us have memories of wonderful services but also the other occasions
when we felt the time very long, and our only entertainment was studying the
cailleachs’ hats or being fed sweets by some of the same cailleachs.

Sgoil na Pairc

1st South Lochs Scout Group

Sgoil na Pairc are having a busy term! There are lots of workmen
around the school to get our new modular unit up and running. We
are really looking forward to spreading our wings! Once we are
settled we will have an open day for anyone in the community to
come and take a peek!

1st South Lochs Scout Group was formed in 2009 and continues to
flourish six years later. Currently we run a Cub Pack (ages 7/8 to
10/11) and a Beaver Colony (age 6-8). Cubs and Beavers are an
integrated boys and girls Group rather than specific to gender. At
present there is no Scout Troop simply due to a lack of numbers in
the age group 11 to 14 and a shortage of Leaders.
Mags Mackin is the Group Leader and Paula Chyzy is in charge of
Cubs & Beavers (she is also the Assistant District Commissioner
Cubs Western Isles). The Leaders for Cubs and Beavers are Paul
Blake and Davey Sandison. Paul is also the Chair of the Group, and
looks after finances and fund raising. He is also a trained Duke of
Edinburgh Award supervisor (Scouts and Explorer Scouts).

Our Eco Committee have been awarded a bronze award for work
carried out over the last couple of years. We are now working
towards the silver award, which we hope to have next summer. If
there’s anyone in the community who would be interested in helping
us, we would love to hear from you. Our telephone number is
822883 or email paircschool@gnes.net
Rehearsals have started for our annual Christmas show. This year
the pupils would like to share the tale of Santa and the Beanstalk.
Weather permitting, the show will take place on Tuesday 15th
December at 7pm. Please keep an eye out for our posters with
more details.

Despite not having an active Scout Troop we have now 21 Cubs
and Beavers, with the prospect of at least 3 more at Easter.
Membership therefore represents a very high percentage of the
Pairc community. The Group is open to any young person in Pairc
(or indeed further afield - if parents from North Lochs and Kinloch
would like their children to take up Scouting they would be
welcome to join). The group are looking to reform the Scout Troop
by the Spring of 2016. We will have sufficient Cubs to promote up
to Scout - again any young person between 11 and 14 who is not
already a Cub member would be fully welcome to join.
There is always a 'but', however - we are short of leaders. We
would welcome any adult who would like to volunteer to become a
Scouting Leader. There is professional training to develop
numerous skills as a Scouting Leader - the completion of which
actually results in a membership of the Institute of Supervisory
Leadership. Equally we would welcome volunteers who simply
would like to act as assistants on 'Scout Night'. If you are interested
please contact Paul (880435) or simply turn up at 6:30 at Pairc
School on a Tuesday night (term times only).
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